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HE Sermon, which is here preſented to the 
Public, was preached to a Roman Catholic Con- 
egation in LancaSHIkKkE on the day of the 
neral Faſt; being immediately printed, it met 
th a favourable reception, not having received 
e leaſt cenſure or diſapprobation from any quarter 
hatſoever. 
The general ſatisfaction, which this religious per- 
rmance gave to the whole neighbourhood, where 
made its firſt appearance, ſhews plainly that 
man Catbokc principles are not diſliked, when they 
eak for themſelves, nor frightful or alarming, 
their own proper figure. There is nothing ſo 
cred but what may be ridiculed, miſrepreſenzed, and 
ade to appear quite the reverſe of whateit: is. 
auty may be changed into deformity, When 
aced in a wrong light, or daubed over with an 
natural colouring; a fantaſtical dreſs makes a 
alkin of what you pleaſe. The true method of 
ming a right judgment is to conſider not what 
ders would make a thing, but what it is in it ſelf. 
In the following plain and pathetic diſcourſe 
ay be ſeen the real ſentiments of Roman Catholics, 
tin the language of miſrepreſentation, but ſuch as 
ey make uſe of all over the known World. 
Let candor take place of difingenuity, ſo as to 
ake Roman Catholics appear in their own light, in 
their own colours, and in their own dreſs, and 
ie candid Public will ſoon perceive that the more 
Ky are known the better they are liked. 
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ON THE GENIRAL FAST. 


PROY. N. 14. 


| Who rejoice in the evil they 
delig bt in the worſt of wickedneſs. 


+++++++ F all the evils that afflict man- 
: kind, fin is the greateſt; it is the 
+ ſource of cvery other evil, be- 
$44-++++* cauſe every other evil 1s the 
puniſhment of fin, It is fin alone, that ren- 
ders us obnoxious to the Almighty, with- 
out whoſe order or permiſſion no evil can 
befall us; it is fin that makes us the objects 
of his eternal hatred, and brings down up- 
on us the weight of his heavy indignation. 
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Yet ſuch is the perverſneſs of unre lenting 
ſinners, that they rejoice in the evil, they 
haye ls, they take an uninterrupted 


pleaſure 
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have done, and 
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ON THE GENIRAL FAST. 


Prov. 2. 14. 


IWho rejoice in the evil they have done, and 
delig bt in the worſt of wickedneſs. 


++++++++ F all the evils that affſict man- 
Þ 
+ 


I kind, fin is the greateſt; it is the 


| + ſource of cyery other evil, be- 
++++++++ cauſe every other evil is the 
puniſhment of fin, It is fin alone, that ren- 
ders us obnoxious to the Almighty, with- 
out whoſe order or permiſſion no evil can 
befall us; it is fin that makes us the objects 
of his eternal hatred, and brings down up- 
on us the weight of his heavy indignation. 
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Yet ſuch is the perverſneſs of unrelenting 
ſinners, that they rejoice in the evil, they 
haye done, they take an uninterrupted 


pleaſure 


[4] 
pleaſure in the fins they have committed, 
they laugh at what ſhould make them 
weep, their ſouls are in raptures for what 
ſhould pierce their hearts with ſorrow ; they 
pride in their vices, boaſt of their excefles, 
and glory in their crimes : But what is ſtill 
worſe, it worſe can be, their delight is to 
promote the worſt of wickedneſs, that is, to 
make a whole people as wicked as them- 
= ſclvcs. 
| Alas ! to our forrow, the endeayours of 

the wicked continue to prevail ; infidelity 
| and immorality are far from lofing ground; 
| licentiouſneſs and profaneneſs gain faſt upon 
| us; the ſinful diſorders, which ſpread over 
| Town and Country have ruined nations 
and empires more flouriſhing than ours, 
and if not amended, muſt in time be our 
ruin; for the ſame cauſe is productive of 
the ſame effect 
Prayer, faſting. and humiliation are indeed 
means to Prepare us for obtaining mercy ; but 
fill does not our Saviour ſay unto us, unleſs 
ve do Penance, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, 
Luke 13. 3. 5. Docs not John the Baptiſt - 


require of his hearers a hearty ſorrow for 
| their 


| 
| | 
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their ſins, ſaying, Repent for the kingdom of 
Heaven is at band; did not thoſe, that were 
taught to fly from the wrath to come, flock 
from all quarters to the holy precurſor, 
Confelſing their fins? and did he not order 
them to bring forth fruit worthy of penance ? 
Math. 3. 2, 5, 6, 8. theſe arc the chriſtian 
diſpoſitions, which the goſpel preſcribes for 
obtaining pardon of our fins, and for avert- 
ing the judgments, which our manifold fins 
and provocations have moſt juſtly deſerved; 
for theſe are the chriſtian diſpoſitions, that 
change ſinners into ſaints. 

Oh! that we had a true ſenſe of the 
nature of fin and of the evils, that attend it! 
Oh! that we had an abhorrence of the ve- 
ry thought of whar alone can render us 
unhappy ! would not ſuch an abhorrence 
make us ſubmit to the terms of reconcilia- 
tion, which the goſpel exacts ? 

It is therefore my deſign to make you 
ſenſible of the grievousneſs of fin, and the 
wretched ſtate of unrepenting finners. The 
revolt of the American Colonies, for the 
happy reducing of which we meet to day to 
beg of the God of juſtice to beſtow his bleſ- 
ſings 
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fings on the Britiſh Arms, being very ana- 
logous to the conduct of ſinners; I ſhall en- 
deavour ſo to explain one by the other, that 
being thoroughly convinced of the malig- 
nity of both we may be ſtedfaſtly reſolved 
to be true to our God, to our King and 
Country, and conſequently to be good chris- 
tians, good ſubjects and worthy Citizens. 

It is notorious, that the mother country 
has formed the colonics, that ſhe has more 
than once ſaved them, and that they obſti- 
nately reject the terms of reconciliation, 
which ſhe offers; it is then notorious, that 
the revolt of the colonies is as ungrateful, as 
it is unnatural and obſtinate. 

The ſame plea, that brings them in 
guilty, being turned upon ourſelves, is in- 
tended to convince us, that when we fin 
grievouſly againſt God, we in the firſt place 
ungratefully rebel againſt him, who out of 
nothing made us what we are. Secondly 
that we unnaturally revolt againſt him, who 
ſaves us from perdition, and thirdly, that we 
obſtinately ſtand out againſt a Mediator, 
who offers the moſt indulgent terms of re- 
conciliation to the worſt of ſinners. A pa- 


rallel 
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rallel wich the conduct of the colonies, may 
render this more ſtriking. 

If we caſt an eye upon the pitiful ccndi- 
tion of thoſe, that were firſt ſent to make 
ſettlements in the wilds of America, we 
may form to ourſelves an idea of their mi- 


ſery, and of the obligation, they were, and 


their offspring are now under to the mother 


country; thus it will be eaſy to judge of 


the requital, we now receive from them. 
We are not to ſuppoſe, that the firſt ſet- 
tlers, or thoſe that immediately followed 
were draſted from people of high diſtinQion, 
or from people of figure and fortune ; no, it 
was moſtly the reverſe ; I do not ſay this, 
by way of diſparagement, for poverty is no 


vice, but to give you ſome inſight into their 


wants: The mother country had to pro- 
vide them with feed, rayment, arms, uten- 
fils, in a word with all the neccflarics, and 
conveniences of life, till they were able to 
provide for themſelves. Such tender nurſing, 
ſuch care, ſuch aflifiance, one would think 
could never be forgotten : But O baſe in- 
gratitude ! the horrors of rebellion are the 
grateful returns, that reward ſo much 

kindneſs 


by ” 
x 
2 27. 


= 
? 
* 
t 
. 
of 
[2% 
1 
” 
—- 
. 
+ 
1 
# 
Y 


cn - s 
4 +. © 
7 a1 2 


* 
. 


* — = — 2 — 
— CEE” 


x 


: a. 4— — > -%4 -- 
— 2 


— —— ES 


18 
kindneſs. Odious ingratitude ! Vet give me 
leave to tell you, that baſe and odious as it 
is, it falls infinitely ſhort of what we arc 
guilty of, when we fin againſt God our 
Creator, who out of nothing made us what 
we are. 

Moſes in his account of the Creation, be- 
ſides ſetting forth the power of the 
Almighty, would imprint in our minds a 
lively ſenſe of the divine goodneſs, that a 
thought of the bleſſings that every where 
ſurround us, might every where awaken 
our gratitude, and that the impreſſions of 
gratitude might be a conſtant fence againſt 
ſin. 

Heaven and earth inceflantly remind us 
of what is owing to the author of our being, 
It is he alone that made our bodies out of 
duſt, and breathing on the cold clay warm- 
ed it with life. It is he, that made us a foul 
to his own likeneſs, and endowed it with 
underſtapding, freewill, and immortality. 
It is he that gives us dominion over the 
birds of the air, over the beaſts of the ficld, 
over the fiſh that ſwim, and in a word, 


over all the productions of the ſcas, and of 
the 
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the Land. If gratitude make it an obligati- 
on to be faithful to God for the benefits 


we enjoy in common with the reſt of 


mankind, ſhould not the ſingular advanta- 
ges peculiar to the part of the globe, we 
inhabit, render us the moft thankful people 
on the face of the earth? God requires 
moſt from thoſe, that receive moft from 
him; this is according to order and juſtice. 
But this rule is little regarded and ſeldom 
exactly followed; Gods bleſſings fill the 
world with ingratitude ; Moſes reproaches 
his people with this vice, and his reproach 
may be levelled at chriſtians, as well as at 
the Jews, who brought it upon themſelves. 
Is this, fays the conductor of Ifrael, is this 
O ! fooliſh people the return, you make to 
the Lord of heaven and earth? is he not 
your father, and your owner ? you have 
forſaken him, to whom you owe your lives 
and beings, you have baniſhed him out of 
your hearts, out of your minds, and out of 
your memory; you have forgotten him for 
a vile pleaſure, for a baſe intereſt, for a 
criminal fatisfa&tion : Like a fat pampered 


horſe ; you flounce and rear, and wince, to 
B fling, 
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fling, if poſſible, the maſter, to whom you 
are indebted for your fat and your fleſh. 
Deut. c. 32. 

Accord ing to the words of Moſes, to be 
unmindful of God, is to baniſh him from our 
thoughts and affections, and according to 
our Saviours words, the punifhment of ſuch 
as are thus unmindful of God is, to 
be for ever baniſhed from the feelings of 
God's mercys and goodneſs, with a Depart 
frem-me ye accurſed into everlaſting fire. Mat. 
25. 41. 
| RN will be the ſad fate of ungrateful 
Chriſtians, who tura atheiſts and infidels 
while they are pampered with the fat of 
rich lands and livings. Befides their lives 
and beings they receive large gratuities from 
the liberal hand of God, and the return they 


make for it, is, to do what they can to argue 


drt of the belicfof his exifience. 

They baniſh God from their thoughts and 
affections, and God, will baniſh them for 
ever from the feelings of his mercy and 
goodneſs, with a Depart from 1 me ye acc u ſed 
into everlaſting fire. 


Other chriſtians in greater number there 
0 


are among us, who ſay, they own a God 
and a dependence upon him, but the only 
proof almoſt, they give of it, is, to ſcoff at 
the worſhip that is payed him, to blaſpheme 
his holy name, to believe as they pleaſe, to 
to live as they liſt, to omit almoſt every 
thing that God commands, and to commit 
almoſt every thing that God forbids. If God 
be on their lips, he is baniſhed from their 
hearts, and their works; therefore God 
will baniſh them for ever from the feelings 
of his mercy and goodneſs with a Depart 
from me ye accurſed into everlaſting fire. 

The revolt of finners againſt God is odi- 
ous becauſe ungrateful, and ſtill more fo be- 
cauſe unnatural, to make you more ſenſible 
of this truth, I will note again the revolt of 
the colonies againſt the mother country, 
that has ſayed them from ruin. The deliver- 
ance, I ſpeak of, is matter of fact, within the 
memory of moſt of us; the greateſt part of 
us may caſily call to mird at what period of 
time our american ſettlements were inva- 
ded, and were going to fall a prey to the 
invaders, when we flew to their aſſiſtance; 
the danger was ſuch, that it required the 

utmoſt 
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utmoſt exertion of britiſh valour to reſcue 
them from deſtruction. It makes nothing 
to the purpoſe to enter upon particulars; it 
is well known, what battles were fought, 
what blood was ſpilt, what lives were loſt, 
what treaſures were expended in their de- 
fence; we ſaved them, it is enough, and 
ſcarce where they ſaved, when they drew 
the ſword of deſtruction againſt their de li- 
verers! unnatural proccedings! what can 
come up to it? Nothing, no nothing, but the 
unnatural conduct of chriſtians flying in the 
face of God our ſaviour, who redeemed 1» 
with his blood. The worſt enemies Jeſus 
Chriſt has upon earth are chriſtians turned 
reprobates; they do more by their ſcandals 
to deſpoil Jeſus Chriſt of his acquiſitions, than 
unbelievers ever did: They do not ftop, 
lays ſaint Paul, at Crucifying again within 

themſelves the ſon of God Heb. 10. 29. 
What monſters of chriſtians muſt they 
then be, who profeſſing to believe in God a ſa- 
viour, uſe him as barbarouſly as the wicked 
Jews, who nailed him to the croſs ? Or even 
worlc; tor the Apoſtle declares, that had they 
known him to be ſuch, They never would hav? 
cruci fyed 
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crucified the Lord of glory. 1ſt Cor. 2. 8. 
Thus it is, that the benefit of ſalvation ren- 
ders fin unnatural, and enhances its malice 
in the heart of a chriſtian. 

However the Saviour of our fouls holds 
forth the olive branch, the emblem of peace, 
mercy, and reconciliation; he holds it out to 
ſinners, without limitation or exception; his 
blefled arms are open to receive them, 
mercy is offered to all; they who refuſe it, 
are loft; and if they periſh, it is owing to 
themſelves. 

The mercy of God is not like the mercy 
of man; pardon and forgiveneſs are proffered 
by the father of mercies to the very ring- 
leaders and fire brands of ſedition; that is 
to ſay, to thoſe very ſinners, who are guilty 
themſelves of the greateſt immoralities, or 
who contribute the moſt to debauch the 
morals of -others, provided they fin- 
cerely repent; provided, they reform and 
repair, as far as they can, the miſchief they 
have done. 

The benefit of our creation is truly great; 
but the benefit of our ſalvation is ſtill great- 
cr; our exiſtence coſt our maker but a word; 

ler 
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let them be made, ſays God, and we are 
made; but to ſave us, it coſt our merciful 
redeemer the- torments of a bitter paſſion, 
and the agonies of a ſhameful death. Hencc 
it is, that a diſregard for ſalvation adds ma- 
lice to ingratitude, renders the fin unnatural, 
blinds the underſtanding ſo far, as to hinder 
it from ſeeing the perverſeneſs of the will, 
and delivers up the ſoul to paſſion and pre- 
Judice. | 

What was it that blinded the Jews and hin - 
dered them from ſeeing, that Chriſt was 
their ſaviour, notwithſtanding his miracles, 
his godly life and heavenly examples? paſſion 
and prejudice. What blinds the americans 
and hinders them from ſeeing in a proper 
light the bleſſings and ſalvation, they have 
received from the parent ſtate? What but 
paſſion and prejudice. In like manner 
paſſion and prejudice blind ſo great a num- 
ber of ſtrayed chriſtians among us, hinder- 
ing them from ſecing, in the true light of 
chriſtianity, the unſpeakable obligations we 
have to a dying Saviour; but paſſion, and 
prejudice will no more excuſe them, than it 
did the Jews; no more than it does the ame- 

ricans 
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ricans, who from thoſe, that more than once 
have ſaved them, give themſelyes up to thoſe, 
that were and perhaps are as yet for deftroy- 
ing them. Is not this the caſe of wicked ſinners 
forſaking God, who means their ſalvation, 
for the devil, who intends their defiruction? 
A further application, I leave to your own 
thoughts, and come to the Jaſt aggravation, 
which is obſtinacy in fin; with ſtill a refer- 
ence to the American revolt. 


It is well known, in what a ſolemn man- 
ner the parent fate has ſolicited her colonies 
to reenter upon their former and moſt na- 
tural connexions. A ſpecial commiſſion 
enabled the meſſengers of reconciliation to 
grant them their own terms, or what they 
had once aſked, or even, keeping within the 
bounds of juſtice to ourſelves, to offer them 
all, that indulgence and condeſcention could 
ſuggeſt; in a word, to bring them hack to 
the duties of allegiance, ſuch conceſſions 
were proffered, as might make them one of 
the moſt flouriſhing branches of the britiſh 
empire, but to no purpoſe. A ſavage ſpirit 
of ſtubbornneſs has ſeized upon their intel- 
leQuals, "ey have loſt ſight of their true 

intereſt 
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intereſt, they are become blind and obſti- 
nate; two vices, that go hand in hand, 
Firmneſs, reſolution, and courage are 
manly virtues, when employed in a good 
cauſe, and exerted for a good end; as ſuch 
they obtain God's approbation; but in a bad 
cauſe, and for a bad end, they change their 
nature, and degenerate into vice ; in a bad 
cauſe and for a bad end, firmneſs becomes 
headineſs, reſolution becomes ſtubborneſs, and 
courage brutalily; firmneis under the conductot 
virtue is fortitude, but under the government 
of vice, it is obſtinacy; under the conduct of 
Juſtice it is a virtue, but under the govern- 
ment of injuſtice it is a vice; under the gui- 
dance of truth it is a virtue, but conducted 
by error it is a vice: This rule, which rea- 
ſon muſt approve of, being conſulted, how 
many heroic actions, that paſs for eminent 
virtues, in the fight of men, are no better 
than horrible vices, in the fight of God? To 
bring this home to our ſelves, you will 
pleaſe to obſerve with me, that when fin 
has once faſtened upon an obſtinate heart, 
that heart becomes hardened and unrelent- 
ing; in that diſmal ſtate, a ſinner withſtands 
God 
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God, lives in open defiance to his orders, 
and ſets at nought every means of ſalvation, 
according to the words of St. Stephen to the 
Jews; Acts 7. 51. Te fliffnecked and uncir- 
cumciſed in heart and ears, ye do always reſiſt 
the holy ghoſt, as your fathers did, ſo ds ye. 

Obſtinacy then conſidered in its own na- 
ture and true light is not only a capital vice, 
but even a fin againſt the holy ghoſt, and 
leads ſtraight forward to final impenitence, 
to deſtruction and deſpair. 

Of rhis we have many inſtances in ſcrip- 
ture, out of which I only chuſe two; the 
firft is this of Pharaoh, whoſe obſtinacy was 
ſuch, as to reſiſt the poſitive orders, that God 
lent him by Moſes to diſmiſs his people; his 
refiftance to God was fo daring, as to oppoſe 
falſe miracles to thoſe, that viſibly bore the 
ſeal of the divine power that wrought them. 
In the end his ſtiffneſs led him to deſtruc- 
tion, for he and his army were ſwallowed 
up in the waters of the deep. Exod. 14. 
27, 29; 

The ſecond inſtance is that of Judas, 
whoſe hardened heart could not be prevail'd . 


upon 
C 
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upon, by all the endearments of the ſon of 
God, to deſiſt from his treachery; nothing 
could ſtop him, he executed his villany and 
hung himſelf in deſpair. Mat, 27. 5. Thus 
it is, that obſtinate perverſencſs carries with 
it a mark of reprobation. 

Not ſo with tractable docility, which 
according to the ſcriptures forms a ſpecial 
character belonging to the predeſtinate. 

A due regard for order and ſubordination 
contribute to the happineſs of the bleſſed; 
if ſouls deſtined for heaven chance to take 
a wrong ſtep, do they pnrſue their error or 
their vice? as long as the violence of paſ- 

ſion or prejudice keeps them hood-winked, 
they go on; but as ſoon as the veil is remo- 
ved; like wiſe travellers, they quit the road 
that led them aſtray. 

Thus holy David, when the prophet 
Nathan opened his eyes, cryed out, / have 
ſinned, and immediately returned back to 
God and his duty; thus St" Peter, when our 
Saviour caſt an eye of mercy upon him, 
went out, wept bitterly and was immedi- 
ately recovered to God and his duty; thus 

St. Thomas the apoſile having touched the 
wounds 
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wounds of his Saviour cryed out, my ru 
and my God, and was recovered immediately 
to God and his duty. Theſe and the like 
examples ſhew plainly the difference be- | 
tween frailty and perverſcncls. 
And truly; if we conſider our own weak- | 
neſs, and the bias we carry to evil from 
our youth; If we confider the ſtrength of 
our paſſions, the bent of our inclinations on 
the one fide, and on the other, if we confi- 
ſider the occaſions we meet with, the 
temptations that aflail us, the ſolicitations 
that invite us to ſin, it is not ſo much to be 
wondered at, that even chriſtians, who 
have at heart their ſalvation, ſhould be 
flung off their guard, ſhould often be foiled, 
and ſometimes wounded to the quick; this 
is a conſequence of human infirmity : but to 
refule to recover oneſelf, to harden ones 
heart againſt the impreſſions of God's grace 
and of his word, to ſteel ones conſcrznce 
againſt ſhame and remorſe; in a word, ob- 
ſtir ately to reje& a reconciliation with hea- 
ven, and to perſiſt in an open revolt againft 
God, and ones duty, is no lefs, in the opinion 
of a holy Father, than diabolical perverſe- 
neſs 
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neſs. * Theſe are the ſad ſort of ſinners, 
who rejoice in the evil they have done, and de- 
light in the worſt of wickedneſs. Theſe 
are they, whoſe obſtinacy in fin changes 
mercy into Juſtice, and cries out to Heaven 
for vengeance. 


To prevent the fatal conſequences of 
hardneſs and impenitence, we are. called 
together to humble omſclives before God, 
to call upon him for pardon and forgiveneſs, 
and by faſting, prayer, and devotion, to 
difpoſe our fouls for the grace of repent- 
ance, and penance, which you know, 1s 
the great and only remedy againſt fin, and 
the evils that attend it. 

Therefore O God of all comfort! who 
by ſin art offended and by penance paci- 
fied, with the {ectings of a ſincere heart, wc 
jmplore thy mercy and beſcech thy good- 
pets, to hear the ſupplications of thy people, 
Who call upon thy name, and to turn away 
the ſcourges of thy anger which we deſerve 
for. cur tins, 


We 


num et errare, diabolicum fs 
Ferſeverele. St. Bern, 


8 
We beſeech thee to hear us, and beftow 


thy ſpecial favors on our gracious ſovereign 
George the third, on his royal confort 


Queen Charlotte, and on the numerous 
family, with which they are bleſſed. 


We beſeech thee to hear us and com- 
mand ſucceſs to wait upon the britiſh arms, 
by ſea and by land, till peace and proſpe- 
rity be ſecured to the whole extent of the 
britiſh empire, and the ſons of diſſoyalty be 
brought back to the love and obedience 
they owe to their mother country. 


O God of mercy we beſeech thee to hear 
us, and to look down with a propitious eye 
upon the parent ſtate, that wiſdom may di- 
re& her counſels, fortitude may animate her 
children, that juſtice and moderation may 
reſtore her to the practice of every religi- 
ous virtue, of every moral virtue, and of 
every ſocial virtue, that chriſtianity recom- 
mends, and makes the foundation of our 
happineſs; may ſtrite and oppofition forſake 
her dwcllings, and may all britiſh hearts be 
united in the common cauſe of britiſh 
felicity. 
If 
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If Britain has had the misfortune to bring 
forth an ungrateful, an unnatural, and an 
obſtinate race of people for our puniſhment, 
we muft not be diſmayed, but truſt that 
God makes uſe of the ſcourge, not for our 
deſtruction, but for our amendment. Their 
criminal conduct is our inftruction; it 
teaches us how ungrateful it is to rebel a- 
gainſt God the author of our being, how 
unnatural it is to prefer what damns us 
before what faves us, and how fatal it is to 
give way to an obſtinate ſpirit, that has 
paſſion and prejudice for a guide. God 
grant that theſe reflections may anſwer the 
end for which we are met, and fo contribute 
to the amendment of our lives, 
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AGE z. Line 11. read perverſeneſs 
P 10. I. 10. for mercys read mercy 
P. 12. I. 8. read were 

ſame P. bottom I. read Cruciſied. 

P. 15. I. 19. read condeſcenſion 


P. 16, I. 10. read ſtubbornneſs 
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